The 54th Annual Harry Agganis Memorial Basketball Tournament Re-cap

The 54th annual Harry Agganis basketball tournament, sponsored by the St George Greek Orthodox Church of Lynn Mass, took place from April 23rd thru April 26th.  The tournament consisted of a high school Boys & Girls division as well as a College division-that included teams from New York (Albany, Kemisis, Bayridge & New Rochelle), Manchester, New Hampshire and many of the local churches of Boston Dioceses.
High school Boys Re-cap

St George (Lynn) and Arlington kicked off the double elimination tournament on Thursday night with St George prevailing by a score of 54-36. Leading scorers for the evening were Dino Mallios & John Bakopolos with 14pts each and AJ Niakaros with 10pts. In the second game, Vasili Frangias’ 24pts led St Vals (Peabody) by Roslindale 55 to 47, while Nick Kopsiaftis led Rosi with 14pts. In the nightcap Manchester, NH beat Watertown 62-31.  Leading scorers were Mike Stys with 18pts and Alex Nikoliadis with 15pts.

On Friday night, Roslindale eliminated Arlington by a score of 51-40 and St George eliminated Watertown 60 to 32.  In other preliminary games Kemisis NY (SR) beat defending champion Worcester 48 to 37. Leading NY was Thanil Theoharris with 14pts while Worcester was led by Zak Tzomoulos with 18pts. In the last game of the night Kemisis NY (JR) lost in a tight game to Manchester NH by a score of 69-66.  Leading Manchester was Mike Stys with 33pts and Jordan Trembly with 12pts.  NY was led by T. Tsatsis with 18pts and Alex Kaliampos with 12pts.

On Saturday morning, Bayridge NY dealt St Vals its first loss 54-27.  New York’s (JR) balanced scoring eliminated Roslindale 52-38.  Manchester behind Mike Stys’ 35pts and Besfort Syla’s 17pts handed the New York (Sr) their first loss 84-75. NY was led by Thanil with 25pts.  Defending champ Worcester, led by Zack Kofos’ 15pts and J Gogas 13pts stayed alive by eliminating St Vals 62-40.  St Vals was led by V. Frangais with 25pts. Bayridge beat St George 46 to 43. 
In the late afternoon, St George of Lynn eliminated Worcester 87 to 55.  Leading Lynn was John Bakopolos with 30pts while Worcester was led by the two Zaks (Kofos -23pts & Auguste-22pts). 

The NY (JR) team faced off against the NY (SR) team.  The JR team came out firing threes and took a commanding lead in the first half.  The SR team battled back but could not overcome the large 1st half deficit.  Leading the JR team were Kosta Kapelonis(15pts) Alex kaliampos (11pts) and Dennis Vamuakas (15pts).  The SR team was led by G. Karolides with 14pts.  
In the evening Manchester beat Bayridge 70 to 60. Mike Stys with 25pts, Dimitri Bakolas 12pts and Besford Syla’s all around game led the winners and a spot into the championship game.  The final game of the night pitted St George of Lynn vs. New York (JR), with the winner to face Manchester in the championship game.  The game was fast paced with each team draining three pointers from all over the place.  Neither team had a lead greater than 7 pts until the final three minutes - where NY seemed to take control of the game.  However a key 4 point play by John Bakopolos and a driving lay-up by Dino Mallios off a rebound by Anthony Hatsisavas cut the lead to one point.  St George strategically fouled NY which missed the foul shots giving Lynn a last chance.  Lynn in bounded the ball to Dino Mallios who dribbled the length of the court and was fouled as he was going up for a shot with one second left.  Mallios stepped to the line and calmly sank both shots to send St George to the championship game on Sunday night.
In the championship game, St George beat Manchester NH in a nail bitter 82-81.  Lynn was led by tournament MVP Dino Mallios with 31 pts, and All Stars John Bakopoulos 19pts and Anthony Hatsisavas with 17pts.    Manchester was led by all Stars Demitri Bakopolos with 26pts and Mike Stys with 25pts. 
Champions: St George (Lynn) Trophy sponsored by the family of George A. Fanikos
2nd Place Manchester, NH

3rd place New York (Jr)

MVP Award: Dino Mallios  (St George, Lynn)

Sportsmanship Award: Mike Stys (Manchester NH)

Pastor Award: John Bakopoulos (St George Lynn),
High school All Stars

Thanil Hatzionnides, (Kimisis NY) Alex Kaliampros, (Kimisis NY) Peter Tsevdos NY) Thomas Tsatsis NY) Dino Mallios (St George Lynn), John Bakopoulos(St George Lynn), Anthony Hatsisavas. (St George Lynn)  Vasili Frangias (St Vals Peabody) Mike Stys (Manchester NH) Dimitri Bakoloas (Manchester NH) Besford Syla (Manchester NH)

After the High School Championship game, the Agganis committee presented the 4th annual  “MAZ” award.  Established in the name of Lynn’s own George K. Mazareas and given to those who display tremendous passion, courage and a competitive spirit while conducting themselves with fair play and sportsmanship on and off the court.  
The award was presented in person by George, his wife Cynthia and his daughter Eleni to John Galaris.  John was raised in Peabody Mass, attended St. Vals  church and Peabody high school - where he was a stand out basketball player.  He continued his career at Salem State where he played basketball from 1963 – 1967, earned All American honors three times and set the school scoring record (which exists today) with 2,429 points. After graduation, he went to Greece and played professionally from 1968-1970 for AEK as well as the Greek National team. 

Upon his return from Greece, John took a job working in the Salem State administration.  He became the athletic director in 1981 and served in this capacity until his retirement as Executive Athletic Director in 2002.   During this span, John was recognized by both  the Greek and American basketball communities for his basketball exploits with his induction to the following Halls of Fame:  New England Basketball, Salem State College, NHIBT (Chicago) and more recently the prestigious National AHEPA Hall of Fame.

John is a successful and respected businessman in the North shore community. He serves on multiple boards including as a bank director at the Salem Five, Director at the Heritage/Salem Five Foundation and a trustee for the Plummer Home for Boys.  He currently lives in Salem with his wife Mary Ellen.  He has two sons (Sean and Jamie) who both followed in his footsteps at Salem State as well as playing and winning championships at the Harry.  John and Mary Ellen are also the proud grandparents of Justice and Jared who presently live in Florida.  

High School Girls Recap

The girls division was represented local teams from St George Lynn and St Vals Peabody as well as two teams from Kimisis NY.  In the first game St George Lynn beat a scrappy NY (JR) team by a score of 49 to 28.  In the second game, NY (SR) beat St Vals by a score of 38 to 24.  Leading NY was A Hazionnadis with 12 pts while St Vals was led by Pam Courtes with 7pts.
In the evening, St George advanced to the championship final by beating St Vals 51 to 36.  Leading St George was C. Bakolas with 22pts while Casey Mclaughlin led St Vals with 14pts. In the next game NY (SR) also advanced to the final by beating NY (JR) by a score of 45 to 24 
In the consolation game, St Vals beat NY (jr) 51 to 34.  Leading St vals was Kristi Tsepativis with 16pts while NY (JR) was led by Patricia B with 13pts.  In the championship game, St George defeated Kimisis, New York (SR) 61-45.  Leading scorers for Lynn were sharpshooter Christina Bakolas27pts, Juliana Friel 15pts, Katerina Mallios 10pts, Georgia kostopoulos 10pts.  Kimisis was led by Joana Alexanser 16pts, A Hatzioanides 8pts and K. Tompoulos with 7pts.
College Division Recap

For the first time, the College division format was double elimination.  It included teams from St George(Lynn), New Rochelle, NY, St Sophias (Albany, NY) Bayridge, NY;  St Vals, Peabody; Watertown, Manchester, N.H. and Hellenic College.  These teams were represented by local talent such as John & Mike Everson of Peabody High, Matt Karakoudas (St Mary’s Lynn), Jim Periekos (Babson All American) and Lambi Papalambros (Babson).  Playing for the out of town teams were:  Jimmy Gougas (Albany) Justin Orlando (New Rochelle), Steve Georgeoulis (Emerson College) for Bayridge N.Y. and Bill Statires of Manchester NH
In the opening game, 2008 runner-up St Sophias (Albany) beat a strong Watertown team 71 to 57.  Leading St Sophias was John Mantas with 24pts and John Googas with 19pts.  Watertown was led by local priests Rev Fr Chris Makeij 15pts and Rev Fr Phil Mousis with 14pts.  St Vals behind the scoring of John Everson (14pts) and Nick Zolotas (13pts) beat Kimisis NY 54 to 42. Kimisis was led by C. Economos with 13pts and George Azarias with 12pts.
On Saturday, St George of Lynn gave defending champ New Rochelle their first loss 74 to 57.  Leading a balanced scoring for Lynn were Nick Livas 21pts, Lampi Papalampros 14pts while New Rochelle was led by Justin Orlando with 24pts.  In the next game, St Sophias (Albany) beat St Vals (Peabody) by a score of 79 to 76.  Leading St Sophias was John Googas with 22pts and Evan Pappas with 18pts.  St Vals was led by John Everson(25pts) and Kosta Koudanis(23pts).

Manchester, NH played a tough game but came up short against Bayridge NY 68 59. John Brooks with 16pts paced Manchester while Steve Georgeoulis with 18pts paced Bayridge.  Manchester then had to play New Rochelle , but unfortunately came up short again and was eliminated 62 to 53.  St George of Lynn behind the 3 pt shooting of Ace Eleftherides defeated Bayridge NY 60 to 50.  New Rochelle defeated St Sophias 68 to 57 to advance to the finals against St George Lynn.
In the championship game St George Lynn defeated an unmanned New Rochelle, NY 96-74.  Tournament MVP Nick Livas (21pts) Ace Elefteriades (24pts) and Lampros Papalambros(15pts) and  Tony Tannery (14pts)  lead a balanced scoring attack  for Lynn while Matt Karakoudas led New Rochelle with 26pts.

Mens  /College Division Results:

Champion:  St George Lynn

2nd Place: New Rochelle, NY 

MVP Award: Nick Livas  (St George, Lynn)

Sportsmanship Award: James Googas (Albany, NY)

Defensive Player: Ace Eleftherides (St George Lynn)

College All Stars

John Googas (St Sophias, Albany NY)  John Everson (Peabody, MA) Costa Koudanis (St Vals Peabody) Nick Livas (St George Lynn) Lambros Papalambros (St George Lynn) Ace Eleftherides (St George Lynn) Justin Orlando (New Rochelle, NY) Peter Prassos (New Rochelle, NY)

Congratulations to the St George (Lynn) Boys/Girls/Mens teams for sweeping all three championship games.  Coaching all three winning teams was former Bishop Fenwick star Steve Mallios.

Again, we wish to recognize the work of Agganis chairman Bill Booras and his Agganis committee (John Meklis, Michael & Panos Condakes, George Markos) and the  Rev Fr. George Tsoukalas for his spiritual support, and the tremendous staff that worked so diligently to put this tournament together and make it a success
