This letter is directed to all persons who have an interest in the St. George Greek Orthodox Church in Lynn, Massachusetts. In particular lay persons, clergy,  parishioners of other churches in the Boston Metropolis, members of the press and most importantly the parishioners of St. George.

As you may know, the Metropolis of Boston has demanded an allocation assessment increase against our Church that we, the Parish Council, have contested as we consider it to be unreasonable, unfair and unaffordable. We have previously offered amounts we considered fair, reasonable and within our means. Our decision was affirmed by a near unanimous vote at a general assembly of our Church in a meeting held on February 16, 2011. 

Our decision not to meet the demands of the Metropolis has resulted in punitive measures taken against our priest, our Church and Parish Council members. The hierarchy of the Boston Metropolis led by Metropolitan Methodios and Father Ted Barbas, Chancellor, has issued written criticism against Parish Council members, our priest Father George Tsoukalas and a parish member who is one of the most prominent Greek American benefactors in the country. These writings have been widely distributed within the Metropolis. They have cited the use of scriptures as evidence to demand payment and their punitive measures have included removing deacons from our Church, and forbidding Father Tsoukalas from visiting and participating in services at other parishes. Our hope was the leadership of the Metropolis would reach out to compromise and understand that in these difficult economic times and faced with diminishing revenues, other alternatives were available. Instead they have chosen a policy of intimidation and threats, which seeks to isolate St. George from other parishes and the Metropolis.  In fact, most recently, letters were sent by the Metropolis informing some of our members not to have their sacraments of marriage and baptisms performed in our Church. Fortunately, these members have rebuked this callous and insensitive intrusion by the Metropolis. St. George has always looked for its paternal guidance from its hierarchy and the Metropolis. But instead our paternal guide has forsaken us. Therefore, the leadership of St. George can no longer remain silent and request this opportunity to tell our story. 

St. George Greek Orthodox Church was established over 100 years ago by our great-grandparents and grandparents in the working class City of Lynn, Massachusetts. These were hard working Greek immigrants who through their efforts, ingenuity, blood, sweat & tears established an Orthodox home for all to come together as one family. Our parents maintained and enhanced this outstanding tradition and it is now our turn as the current leaders. However, the City of Lynn has been in transition for many years, suffering from declining population, cultural changes and ever-demanding needs for social services. Therefore, these dynamics have affected our Church and our parishioners. St. George of Lynn has served the greater Lynn community by adjusting and changing where needed for the good of its beloved parishioners. For those reasons, more than ever we must all exercise financial restraint so we can continue our mission of serving the people. We intend to continue and perpetuate the duty that our forefathers set forth for us and for future generations. Therefore, we have chosen the path that our forefathers most certainly would have chosen, that which places the needs of our community as our primary concern. For when it reaches a point where the entire proceeds from our annual festival are utilized to fund the Archdiocese assessment, it begs the question why? And  what do we get in return? 

St. George has an outstanding tradition of giving back to our Orthodox community and the greater Lynn community through numerous philanthropic organizations and outreach programs. We have grown into an active parish, with an active ministry with outstanding religious, educational and youth programs focused on passing on our faith, Hellenic values and language to future generations. Our programs include:

Greek School for our Youth to perpetuate the Greek language & culture
Sunday School to provide our children spiritual instruction

Adult Greek School to offer language instruction for 2nd generation Greeks 

and non-Greek speaking spouses of our members

Caring & Sharing

Food Pantry for the Poor

Philoptochos Society 

Forever Young Club

St. George Ladies Society

St. George P. T. A.

St. George Choir

G.O. Y. A.


St. George Church and its members have responded to the call on numerous occasions from the Archdiocese and Metropolis to fundraise for causes including: Metropolis of Boston Camp, The St. Methodios Faith & Heritage Center, Hellenic College/Holy Cross, and F.O.S. (Fellowship of Orthodox Stewards). We have led the way in raising funds for natural disasters that have happen both domestically and throughout the world. In addition seven members of our community are sustaining and active members in the Leadership 100 Program of the Archdiocese and three parishioners are members of the Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. Also with the encouragement and approval of the Metropolis, the St. George community self-financed the restoration of our Church.

Finally, St. George Church is widely known as the hometown Church of the greatest Greek-American athlete of all time, Harry Agganis. In fact for the 56th year in a row we are preparing to honor his legacy by bringing together Greek-Americans from all over the country to celebrate his memory. In 1956 (after his tragic death), THE HARRY AGGANIS INVITATIONAL BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT was established to perpetuate his name and life. Currently over 40 teams consisting of Greek-American players from all over the United States will arrive for the weekend of April 7-10, 2011. The Harry Agganis Tournament Committee was formed and independently funded by private donations. These donations continue to this day. Sponsors, teams, donors and advertisers support the entire event allowing it to have a life of its own. Each year a portion of the proceeds of the tournament is donated to charity. The St. George Community is most willing at any time to compare our record of philanthropic giving to any others.

Starting in 2009, our parish council president, John Meklis & Father George met with Father Barbas and the Metropolis Finance Committee to appeal our assessment. A follow up meeting was held in February 2010, and again in May 2010. In all these meetings our appeals were denied. We made an assessment compromise offer of $78,000 but were rejected and were told there was nothing that could be done. In October 2010, at the Clergy Laity Meeting in Boston, we met with George Matthews of the Archdiocese Finance Committee to further our appeal. Regarding our assessment we were told to “view it as an electric bill, pay it, and go raise more money”. Furthermore, we were told to “go home and get our house in order”. Had there been options presented to us by the Archdiocese we would have explored them. However, none of our offers were entertained nor were there any compromises proposed by the Archdiocese. 

Most recently in December 2010, the entire Parish Council was invited to meet with Metropolitan Methodios, Father Barbas, the Metropolis Finance Committee and Mr. George Vourvoulias, Chairman of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Finance Committee. The meeting opened with a statement by Mr. Vourvoulias that St. George Church was to abide to their demands regarding the assessment increase with complete obedience. This was presented to all of us in writing and read out loud at the beginning of the meeting by Father Barbas. To suggest it was an open dialogue with the goal that would result in an amicable agreement was far from the truth. The only acceptable solution for them was for St. George Church to submit to their demands. The meeting was then terminated when we reiterated our position that we would not agree to their demands. 

 Let it be clear that the community of St. George will not succumb to the intimidation and bullying tactics of his Eminence Metropolitan Methodios. By the grace of God, the community of St. George has survived for over 100 years and will continue to survive through this crisis. The entire St. George community remains united and committed to fulfilling its sacred spiritual mission as established by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
The Parish Council 
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